The Brick Factory Workers at al-Thalal Strike in the Industrial Region al-Nahrawan

The over 50 workers at al-Thalal factory began a strike on 12/11/2009, against increasingly difficult working conditions, and the oppressive practices of the factory's owner, who took advantage of the falling demand for bricks during the winter months, during which there is less construction. 

The strike continued an entire week, during which time the factory owner attempted to employ people that were out of work or who would accept lower wages. But the workers put up a barrier around the factory to prevent any of the strike breakers from entering. The leader organizer of the strike, Fahad 'Awda Marash, who leads the “Committee of Construction Workers” which is a part of The Federation of Worker’s Councils and Unions in Iraq, said that that halt of farm work lead thousands of farm workers to migrate to the outskirts of the cities looking for work. This is what lead to falling wages of construction workers. Though their work is some of the most dangerous, average daily wages are less than 13 dollars. The workers, through their perseverance, were able to work together despite the winter season and its challenges. 
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